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Tamil Nadu

TVK buying power at 
Rs 35/unit, after flaying DMK’s 

Rs 20, says Senthilbalaji

CHENNAI: Former 
Electricity Minister V 
Senthilbalaji on Tuesday 
accused the TVK govern-
ment of mishandling 
power procurement and 
failing to address power 
cuts, alleging that it was 
moving towards privati-
sation of the electricity 
sector.Speaking to report-
ers at Anna Arivalayam, 
Senthilbalaji claimed the 
current government was 
procuring electricity at 
Rs 35 per unit, compared 
with Rs 20 per unit during 
the DMK regime.

Taking a swipe at 
N i r m a l k u m a r , 
Senthilbalaji said: “His 
name is not CTR Nirmal 

Kumar, but Collection 
Kumar.

”During the press meet, 
he played a campaign 
video clip of the TVK lead-
er and present Chief 
Minister C Joseph Vijay 
criticising the previous 
DMK regime for purchas-
ing electricity at higher 
rates.Senthilbalaji said 
electricity demand in 
Tamil Nadu rose from 
16,000 MW to 20,830 MW 
during the DMK regime, 
while 4,349 MW of capacity 
was added over five years. 
Power generation had also 
increased from 22,000 mil-
lion units to 29,000 million 
units during the period, he 
claimed.

Tamil Nadu announces temporary bus 
terminals, special services for Ayudha 

Pooja, Deepavali rush

CHENNAI: To ease the fes-
tival rush, the TNSTC will 
operate additional special 
buses and run services from 
decentralised temporary ter-
minals for those heading 
home for Ayudha Pooja and 
Deepavali.

Addressing reporters after 
a high-level review meeting 
with police and transport offi-
cials, Minister for Transport 
A Vijay Tamilan Parthiban 
on Tuesday outlined the plan 
to manage crowds and ease 
congestion in Chennai.He 
said that, based on lessons 
from earlier holiday rushes, 
the government had set up 
auxiliary temporary termini 
alongside the newly opera-
tional Kilambakkam bus ter-
minus to decongest traffic 
and streamline passenger 
movement.

Kilambakkam will contin-
ue to be the main hub for 
buses to Puducherry, 
Cuddalore, Chidambaram, 

Trichy, Madurai, 
Thoothukudi, Sengottai, 
Tirunelveli, Salem and 
Coimbatore, the minister 
said.The open space at the 
CMDA climate park, near 
Kilambakkam, has been des-
ignated for buses to 
Vandavasi, Vellore and 
Tiruvannamalai.A temporary 
bus stand at Maraimalai 
Nagar has been set up to han-
dle southbound services to 
Kumbakonam, Thanjavur 
and Nagapattinam, he said.
Free MTC shuttle services 
and mini-buses will operate 
continuously between 
Kilambakkam and 
Maraimalai Nagar to facili-
tate transfers."Koyambedu 
will continue regular servic-
es, supplemented by routes 
towards ECR, Kanchipuram, 
Vellore, Bengaluru and 
Tiruttani, while Madhavaram 
will handle services towards 
Andhra Pradesh via Ponneri 
and Uthukottai," he said.


